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     Conclusion 

 

This body of work is an exploration of texture and timbre; in-keeping with the title of ‘Nature 

and Music’, due to nature being an all over sense rather than something rigid and predictable. 

I feel that I have achieved the aims which I set for myself before undertaking this portfolio, 

allowing for nature to be the biggest influence of this portfolio, and am pleased with the end 

result.  

Through the process of working on my M.A, I have encountered issues which I had not 

previously faced during my undergraduate studies such as working with performers, 

conductors and having my own pieces recorded. All of these experiences have been of great 

benefit to me and will stand to me throughout the future of my composing career.  

Upon completion of these eight pieces of music, I have developed and honed a personal 

composition style of my own, one which I had never particularly planned on, but which 

rather happened naturally. My usage of particular rhythmic and melodic figurations, overall 

structures and shapes to the music, as well as my approach to the works, has become a 

regular formula for me at this stage. I have also made strong usage of static harmonies, which 

allows me to explore textures and timbre more, reducing the necessity of rigid chordal 

patterns or set structures. 

  I have become accustomed to approaching composition in a similar fashion now; by 

not setting myself limits such as a set structure or key signatures etc but rather beginning with 

simple ideas and imagery and then through-composing whilst allowing for the music to 

breathe and develop in a more organic way. Through doing so, I hope to have achieved and 

displayed an understanding and knowledge of various styles, whilst also allowing these 

personal touches and nuances on the approach to composition to shine through. 

Now that I have completed my M.A, I intend to undertake a doctorate in composition in the 

near future, with a further exploration of more complex rhythmic usage and harmonic 

structures. I hope to realise such ideas through further and more expansive orchestral and 

ensemble works whilst also utilising a larger variety of percussion, and making a particular 

effort to compose some form of choral works, whilst also expanding my overall knowledge 

of contemporary music composition and performance.  
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